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I have mentioned the grave position in which Russian

studies have been placed in England by the obstacles

to access and connection with Soviet Russia.   Literally,

the thread of serious study has been cut.   Till it has been

joined up again, it is impossible that we should have a

succession to our great scholars in the past.   From the

times of Queen Elizabeth it has been Englishmen who

have written with the greatest intelligence and sympathy

of Russia:   Giles Fletcher's Russe Commonwealth was

always a first source for Russian historians; but this was

because Englishmen settled permanently in Russia, and

practically always came to love the country and the

people.   In our own days the best of all European

observers of Russia,  as  was  always   recognized  by

Russians, have been Britishers:  Sir Donald Mackenzie

Wallace, Maurice Baring, and Harold Williams who

knew every language of that vast Empire.   There are

always a few people who can, so to speak, filter in ; but

what are the chances of regular study if an ordinary visa

is obtained only with the greatest difficulty, and is limited,

for instance, to a maximum of nine months.   Such was

recently the case of Mr. Christopher Hill of All Souls.

Oar own Slavonic School in London, with its separate

posts for different subjects, and its special opportunities

for postgraduate study, has about half the university

teachers in the whole country, and we have, therefore,

the responsibility of acting as a kind of clearing-house for